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by laura Apol
Staff Writer
The BJ Haan auditorium set the
stage for Jeff Memmelaar and
Aaron Rietsema to become Bob
Barker

and

Rod

Roddy

in last

Friday night's imitation of "The
Price is Right."
As soon as the doors opened,
students

scrambled

to get

their

name tags and find good seats. In
order to increase their chances to
"come on down," some students
dressed up in costumes to become
underwear models, nuns, and
Northwestern football players.
Finally the show was ready to
begin, and Memmelaar accepted a
standing ovation, holding an extra
long microphone
and asking
Rietsema to call down four contestants to begin the show.
Erin Bakker was the first contestant. She guessed the correct price
of products by putting the given
numbers in the correct order. The
continuous shouts from the audience emed her out.
Trent and Heather Ledeboer,
the second contestants,
were
dressed in two t-shirts sewn together in the back. The audience
laughed and pointed as the
"siamese twins" stumbled across
the stage. Their game to play was
"Hole In One." As tradition goes,
Bob Barker has to take. the first
putt, but because of Memmelaar's
"bad back," President Zylstra came
out with loud cheers from the audience to sink the first putt. The
Ledeboers also sunk their putt on a
gracious second try.

Kris-Hulstein guessed prices of
products close enough to the correct ones to keep the mountain
climber from falling off the mountain. Much to the delight of the
audience, the yodeling mountain
climber very closely resembled the
one on the original show.
No "Price is Right" show is
ever complete without the chance
to win a car. Colleen Evenhouse,
dressed as a nun, got the opportunity to win a remote-controlled car.
In "Spelling Bee," Evenhouse won
chances by guessing prices of
products. Each chance would allow
her to pick a numbered card that
spelled out car. However, she
repeatedly turned down the money
that Memmelaar offered and didn't
win the car.
The last and most exciting
game was "Plinko," with the
chance to win up to $25p. A very
enthusiastic Rachel Baber was the
lucky contestant to play. She
walked away with $30.
All the contestants that competed in
<heir
chance to try to spin for a dollar on
the "big wheel," to get in the
Showcase Showdown.
Bakker and Baber were the two
contestants that went on to the
showcase showdown. After Bakker
decided to pass her showcase to
Baber, Baber made a large bid that
made the audience groan. Bakker,
however, used Baber's high bid to
guarantee her own win. Bakker bid
$1 on a showcase of over $250
worth of prizes including a luggage
carrier, an umbrella, a cooler with
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TravisBonnema

Trent and Heather Ledeboer listen as "Bob" explains
the rules of "Hole in One."
detergent and dryer sheets, an
overnight stay at the Sheridan in
Sioux Falls, and a meal for four at
Perkins.
A new addition to the annual
"Price is Trite" show was commercials between games which included humorous spots for the Rec
Center, Covenant Hall and the

Library's alarm system.
Finally, the last commercial
showed how a girl with a
Northwestern card couldn't get
into any Dordt functions, but Scott
Bakker, holding the Dordt card,
was gladly welcomed at all events.
You just have to have the right
card!
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First In the Nation
by Brandie Ochsner
Guest Writer

war.

Many of us came to the northwest corner of Iowa, not because
we were interested in- the state
itself, but because we wanted a
Dordt College education-we wanted to explore God's rule in every
area of life and our call to be
active. But to our surprise, the
state has quite a bit to offer to our
college experiences. Nothing beats
the smell of cow manure blowing
in from the East, few other places
are so remote that tbe nearest
McDonald's is half an hour away,
the natural beauty of the rolling
cornfields is breath-taking, local
grandmothers cut the expenses of
the police department in half with
their volunteer work as speed
patrollers, and Iowa is home to the
"first in the nation" presidential
caucuses!
The Iowa caucus and convention
system has been in place throughout its history and the caucuses
have been the first in the nation
since 1976. In fact, Iowa's pre-

miere position is required by Iowa
Code Section 43.4 which states
that the caucus, "shall be at least
eight days earlier than the scheduled date of any meeting, caucus or
primary which constitutes the first
determining stage of the presidential nominating process in any
other state."
Iowa's caucus has received national acclaim because it includes a
straw poll that is reported to the
media. The straw poll is a secret
vote taken to sample voter preference, but is not the real vote. The
real vote takes place through the
delegates nominated from each
precinct to attend the county caucus. Delegates from the county go
on to the district caucus; from
there, delegates proceed to the state
and national levels. Although the
straw poll receives the most media
attention, the real "business" of the
night is to select the delegates to
the county caucus and discuss the
party platform.
This year's caucuses were held on
January 24, 2000 at 7 P.M. The

Democratic Caucus was held in S101 and the Republican Caucus for
Dordt's precinct took place in the
Jesco Office Building.
The
high
percentage
of
Republican voters 'in this •area and
the large field of Republican contenders resulted in an attendance of
over 300 people at the Republican
Caucus. The evening began with
prayer, election of officers, anti
impromptu speeches supporting
the candidates. Dordt junior Doug
Dirksen attested to the positive
characteristics of Gary Bauer, junior James Grossman spoke on
behalf of Steve Forbes. Professor
Henderson addressed the qualities
of Alan Keyes. and a South Dakota
representative praised George W.
Bush. The straw poll was taken
and Gary Bauer emerged as the
forerunner in the precinct. Dirksen
was pleased" with this outcome,
"Too often Christians pray for a
candidate who has strong leadership qualities and Christian values.
Then, when such a candidate
coines along, we refuse to vote fur

him or her because 'they don't
have a chance to win.'''
The next order of business was
~.
to nominate delegates to the
Republican county caucus. Dordt
students
Matt Nuiver, Doug
Dirksen, Eric Dirksen, James
Grossman, Brian Vander Waal, and
Brandie Ochsner will be some of
the delegates representing the
precinct on March 4. The final
item on the agenda was discussion
of party platforms. Correct procedure mandates that platforms be
prepared in advance, but since no
one in attendance was prepared to
propose a platform, discussion
began. Platforms discussed and
eventually adopted addressed topics including abortion, euthanasia,
vouchers, education de-centralization, executive orders, and the definition of marriage. Grossman has
high hopes for the platforms, "The
solid stance that our caucus made
in its platform, though a small part
in the whole scheme of things will,
I hope, help drive this country back
to its Christian foundation."

Devotional lub debuts" nesimus"
by Laura Apol
News Editor

Dave Gutierrez and Heather Johnson
the creation of "Onesimus."

Zylstra
appears on
national TV
by Allison 8. Schaap
Staff Writer
What else could one ask for? Money?
Meeting Regis Philbin? Meeting Rosie
O'Donnell? That basically sums up one
week for Nathaniel Zylstra.
Nathaniel
Zylstra, President Carl
Zylstra's son, was a contestant on "Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire" on Thursday,
January 20, and on Sunday, January 23.
According
to President
Zylstra,
Nathaniel called into the show in between
classes to take a test on the air, and he took
a couple more tests, and when his wife and
he were in New York, they received a call
on his cell phone saying that he would be
one of the contestants on the show.
The contestants on this show have to
answer about 15 trivia questions, and each
. correct answer brings in a certain dollar
amount. Zylstra was the last contestant
brought in on Thursday night, so he had to
finish up the game on Sunday night.

Talent Time

"Onesunus,'
a small
booklet with 12 short readings, is the name of the first
devotional pamphlet published by the devotional
club.
Nearly 350 of the 500
printed were picked up after
the GIFT service and the
remaining 150 were distributed
around
campus
Monday morning, according to Dave Gutierrez, the
managing supervisor.
Travis Bonnema
The word "Onesimus''
comes from the book of
supervised
Philemon. During Paul's

President Zylstra said, "We thought it was
pretty exciting [seeing our son on the
show]. Gloria and I had two different TV
stations who wanted to watch the show
with us, so that they could catch our reaction." President Zylstra turned down the
TV stations' offers.
The reason Nathaniel got asked on the
Rosie O'Donnell show is because he mentioned Rosie's name on the millionaire
show when he was joking with Regis about
how Rosie would make fun of him if he
missed the first question.
Zylstra did not miss the first question,
but later on in the show, he missed an
architectural question, and ended up winning $32,000.
"After the show he
[Nathaniel] had no regrets, he just wanted
to see how far he could go," President
Zylstra said.
After the show, Rosie called Nathaniel
and asked him and his wife to introduce the
next show. She gave them a dictionary of
architecture for his friend, who was
Nathaniel's life-line, and had suggested the
wrong answer, and gave Nathaniel and
Kari a two-week architectural tour in
Europe.
Nathaniel graduated from Dordt in
1998, and he is now in his second year at
Yale Law School. He and his wife, Kari,
who also graduated from Dordt in 1998,
reside' in Milford, Connecticut. President
Zylstra says that for now, Nathaniel and
Kari just plan on saving the money won on
the game show.

MEXICO STS 2000
SUMMER TRAININGSESSION

by len Hoogeveen
Staff Writer
Forget Sydney. The Olympics is
coming to the BJ. Haan, Friday,
February 11th at 7:30 p.m. for the
Talent Extravaganza 2000. The
torch of last year's circus theme has
been passed on to members of this
year's committee. They, along with
the Student Activities Committee,
have been preparing for this event
for several months in hopes for
another gold medal show. Tickets
go on sale Monday, February 7th in
the snackbar starting at 8:00 p.m.
Buy up to 8 tickets per person (with
student IDs!) for $2 a piece. Don't
miss this chance to be a part of the
Olympic spiri t.

June IS to August 2, 2000
Basic cross-culturaltraining
preparing participants
forworkandwitness
anywherein the world.
Studiesin Bibleand missions,
practicalassignments. Academiccredit
availablefor intensiveSpanishlanguage
study,homestayswithnationalfamilies.
Open to college-agestudents
andotheradults,STSisheldintheYucatan
Peninsula,Southeastern
Mexico.
COSTS: $25registration
fee;$925program
expense;plustravelandsupplies
Request

srs application

packet from:

l.D.EA. MINISTRIES 495
BroadmoorAvenueSESuite237Grand
Rapids MI 49512-5365
Telephone(616)698-8393
E-mail ideamin@ideaministries.org

first
imprisonment
in
Rome, he met a runaway
slave named Onesirnus and
shared his faith with him.
Onesimus, a common name
for slaves, literally means
"useful." This "useful"
slave became all the more
so after gaining knowledge
of the risen Savior.
This collection of readings was written and put
together by Dordt students
with the goal of bringing
their classmates closer to
God. These reflections,
according to the preface,
are hoped to "challenge and
encourage quiet time with
God for those who seek to

know Him in a more intimate and personal way."
Because so many students are reading the same
material, this opens up a
new opportuni ty to share.
As these reflections inspire
deeper thinking on certain
issues, there is comfort in
knowing that questions can
be discussed with the many
others that are reading the
same material.
To enhance personal
reflection, the backsides of
the pages were left blank to
write down thoughts, questions, or any other inspirations.
The Devotional Club is

a new club that started last
semester. Membership is
open to any student that
"has a burden from God to
share with other students,"
said Gutierrez.
"Onesimus" will be
coming out twice per
semester, or four times a
year. The second edition is
due out sometime shortly
after Spring Break.
According to Gutierrez,
the purpose of "Onesimus''
is "because there is a need
that exists - a need to build
community at Dordt and
share our life journey with
others."

John Hansen

Doug Dirksen, Pam Klompien, Valerie Maas, Jocelyn Van Vliet, and Troy
De Vlieger lead praise songs at the DDL sponsored chapel last week.

New semester keeps DOL busy
by Mitch Beaumont
Assistant Editor
For a student who is looking for a club or
two to join, the time has never been better. The
beginning of a new semester always yields
new opportunities to get involved with a variety of activities and causes on campus, one of
which is the Dordt Defenders of Life club
(DDL). They are gearing up for a busy semester of activities and rallies.
Students can purchase a carnation for a
friend or sweetheart during the week of
February 7, and DOL members will delivering
them on Saturday the 12th. This is an annual
event that is always a good chance for DDL to
raise money and bless people on campus at the
same time.
DOL is also in the planning stages of their
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annual pancake supper and rally. Last year's
event raised about $300 for the club. The rally
is being planned by the Northwest Iowa Right
to Life Committee. They determine who will
be the speaker, and DDL provides the ushers,
facilities and any other things that are needed
to make the event possible. This event is
scheduled for early April; watch for details
later in the semester. They are also planning a
prayer vigil at Planned Parenthood and are
thinking about volunteering at the Alpha
Center, a Crisis Pregnancy Center in Sioux
Falls. This center offers counseling and pregnancy tests.
Katy Mentink, co-leader of DDL, said they
always need help with events such as the pancake supper and the carnation sales. Also,
Mentink said, "The more the merrier when
going on prayer vigils!"

Ryan Vande Kraats
RoseAnn Vander Wal
Rachelle Vander Werff
Andrea Voogt
The Diamond is published by students
of DordrCollege to present and discuss events on campus and beyond.
Any letters, comments, or opinions
are welcome. Contributionsmust be
received before 5:00 p.m. the Monday
before publication to be printed in that
issue. Send contributions to:
Diamond

Dordt College
Sioux Center, fA
512S0
diamond@dordt.edu
Opinions expressed are not necessarily the view of the Diamond or of
Dordt College, but represent the views
of individual writers. The Diamond
reserves the right to edit or refuse
publication of any contribution.

A silent sufferer speaks out

Why do we want to be
millionaires?

by Heidi Kooiman
Letter to the Editor
1 was sitting in the SUB last

week reading the latest issue
of the Dordt Diamond. As I
turned to page three, a picture
of James

Klaver

caught

my

eye. I've been aware of what

his leukemia,

my friend James has gone
through in the past year with
and I was happy to see him back on cam-

by Sarah Eekhoff
Editor
join in prayer for me. It was assumed that T didn't want
to take that route. I had to request that at chapel, my
leaving would be announced. r was never contacted at
home by the campus pastor. And I was later informed
by students that I was never prayed for at chapel services.
Why am I telling you this? Am I asking for your
pity? No, of course not. I'm recovered right now 100%.
['11 always live with my disorder and the stigma that
comes with it but my reasons for telling you this are

pus a couple of weeks ago. Yet, as I read the article, I

three-fold:

couldn't help but cry. I've been
Diamond about this issue for
myself selfish and inconsiderate.
last straw.
Last spring semester, two

I.)I'm alerting you to the discrimination, even on
Dordt's campus, against the mentally ill.
2.)One in four people will, at some time in their life,
experience mental dysfunction. If it's not you, it's
someone you know and care deeply about.
3.)1f you're a friend of mine, or an acquaintance, or even
a stranger, that didn't know about my disorder, you
will never look at me the same again. You may try
hard to see me as "normal," but your eyes will be
clouded with prejudice.
When I was at home, or in the hospital last spring, I
felt isolated and alone. It didn't help that I was reminded about the stigma against mental illness as a I watched,
and received e-rnails about, all the support for James and
his physical dilemma of leukemia. I'm not underestimating James's illness. I'm not saying that he didn't and
doesn't deserve those prayers. It just leads me to wonder that if one in four people deal with a mental illness,
how many of you out there are also silent sufferers?

meaning to write to the
awhile but considered
But this article was the
freshman

students

left

Dordt before the semester was over. Both students had
illnesses beyond their control and needed to seek medical help. Both diseases were fatal and both students
were in the hospital for a time under treatment. And,
thanks be to God, both students recovered and came
back to Dordt. One. of these students is James Klaver
who left last April with leukemia. The other student is
myself who left last February because of a mental disorder called bipolar disorder (a.k.a. manic depression).
When I left Dordt, I left rather quietly: not of my own
choice. I discussed with many about "going public" and
its repercussions, like the discrimination and rejection I
might suffer. I was not asked if my reason for absence
could be made public so that the Dordt community could

Africa in need of Christian love
by Mitch Beaumont
Assistant Editor
Dan i el
S e say
arrived on
my famiI y
s
doorstep
five and a
half

years

ago,
III
August of 1994. He had just come
from Sierra Leone, Africa to attend
Colorado Christian University in
Lakewood, Colorado. He was a long
way from his home and his new
wife. In the following months
Daniel and I became close friends,
like brothers. It wasn't long after he
arrived that Daniel began to tell us
of a civil war that had been going on
in his country for three years. He
was concerned for his wife, his family and his homeland. Six years later
that civil war is still going on and I
consider Daniel to be closer than a
brother.
In the last few months, numerous
articles have appeared in the national media about the atrocities of war
that have taken place in Sierra
Leone. Daniel and his family long to
return home. It is my belief that as
Christians in a comfortable, quiet
community such as Sioux Center,
we have to be aware of what is happening around the world. In order to
do that, I would like to tell Daniel's

story.
Daniel had been in the United
States twice before he anived here
again in 1994. He is a talented musi-

cian and was here on music tours. duction studio in Sierra Leone, but
One tour took him to the East Coast, in the last year or more, he has slowand one took him as far west as ly come to grips with the fact that
Colorado, which is where he found . this dream is going to have to be put
Colorado Christian University and on the back burner for a while.
"The reason [that this dream
began to consider coming back to
study there. However, Daniel didn't
should be delayed] is I would rather
have nearly enough resources "to give some other form of help right
see that dream come to fruition."
now. Starting a music school is not
Fortunately the leader of the band the most desperate need they have.
had numerous resources in the There are many other basic needs:
Colorado
area and introduced
food, hygiene, water, and medicine.
Daniel to a man who would end up It would almost become a ridicule
paying for his entire college educa- to give them a music school when
tion, not to mention a plane ticket they are dying of hunger!"
for Daniel's wife, Erica, to join him
I share all of this with you for
in the U.S. Daniel was forced to one reason: to make you aware of
trust God for whatever He had in what is really happening in the
store for Daniel. That took an enor- world beyond our campus. I encourmous amount of courage and faith, age you to read another article on
but the leap it took for him to come page eight of this issue that details
to the U.S. brought about some valu- some stories from around Sierra
able rewards.
Leone and what a horror it has been
"All my books and tuition were for many people who are living
paid for, and I finished school with- through the war. In Micah 6:8 we are
out a single dollar in debt. Also, I mandated to "do justice, love mercy,
could not study music in Sierra and walk humbly with our God."
Leone. There was little or no oppor- This verse has been used in the past
tunities to do so. The education I got for an array of different situations,
here is priceless," said Sesay when but it applies here too. Do not ignore
asked to reflect on the importance of our mandate from God to care for
his American education.
those in need, across the street and
Daniel is now the music pastor at around the world.
Applewood Community Church in
Although college students aren't
Thornton, Colorado. He may be suc- known for being loaded with money,
ceeding in the field that he loves donating resources is a practical way
most, but it is hard when "on the one for you to assist those in Sierra
hand, my country is being bombardLeone whose homes have been raved while I on the other hand have to aged. Daniel has started a fund-raisdo what I can to be productive and ing campaign to do just that, and
creative and all the things that I love anyone is encouraged to take part. If
to be," said Daniel. His life-long you would like to contribute, please
dream is to start a music s~hoollpr?contact me.
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focus on one young woman.
She bites her bottom lip and
studies the question printed
before her. After some deliberation, she chooses. The crowd
in the studio sits quietly while
America's
TV
audience
explodes.

"D!?"

yelled

my

roommate. "What kind of an
answer is that? It's obviously
C!"
Regis Philbin takes a deep
breath and gives the young
woman a serious gaze.
"Is that your
.'. final
answer?" "Y-yes," came the
hesitant reply.
"She's right!"

The TV cam-

eras swing to catch the smile
plastered on the face of the
woman. Another question is
posed and the game continues.
ccordmg to Tim Vos, professor of Communication, two
of the worst shows on television are "Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire"
and "Greed."
These shows, according to
Vos's article in The Banner,
"are simply TV's latest attempt
to turn greed from a vice into a
virtue. The last time T checked."
he said, "greed was still one of
the seven deadly sins."
Frankly, when I first heard
his opinion, I was surprised and
a little defensive. After all, I
can't deny that I watched Dordt
alumnus Nathaniel Zylstra two
weeks ago. And I have to admit
that I enjoy guessing the
answers with the contestants. I
also know that I am not the only
one who enjoys doing this.
Most people on Dordt's campus
seemed relatively pleased with
the show.
But is this consistent with
our world view? Let's take a
deeper

look at·"Who

Wants to

Be a Millionaire" The objective of the show is obviously to
answer the questions correctly,
move up the pyramid of dollar
signs and win the prize: one
million dollars. So far only two
people have made it to the top,
but studio and television audiences all around America have
enjoyed the show so much that
despite being taken off the air
briefly, it is ba~k due to popular
demand.
Why

do people

like

this

show so much? What is the
powerful attraction?
Money. The basic truth promoted by television shows like
"Who

Wants

to

Be

a

Millionaire" and "Greed" are as
simple as the name: greed.
Money, in our society, equals
stability, power, and happiness.
Cold hard cash is at the top of
America's pyramid of priorities
and we, as a Christian community, have also been seduced by
the dollar sign. We are surrounded by a culture that craves
happiness and is convinced that
the right amount of money will
do the trick. Too often we, the
people called to be holy and set

apart, buy right into that theory
and fantasize about what we .
could

do and how happy

would be if we just
money.
But what did
Luke 6 tells us that
you who are poor,
the kingdom

we

had enough
Jesus say?
"blessed are
for yours is

of God.

. But

woe to you who are rich, for
you have already received your
comfort." When the rich young
man in Mark I0 asked what he
needed to do to inherit eternal
life, Jesus told him "Go. Sell
everything you have and give to
the poor and you will have
treasure in heaven."
A few
verses later Jesus warns us that
it is harder. fOL a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.

With all these warnings
about the danger of money, why
do we still chase it? Since the
One who gave us money also
tells us not to pursue it, why do
we continue to disobey him? I
believe that we have become
blinded by our society, that our
standards are no longer set by
God but set by the world we see
around us. America's culture of
consumerism has swept everyone into the race for more. We
are all frantically
running
towards the unattainable goal of
more money, but for what?
What do we hope to attain?
We need to stop running.
The race is long and the finish
line is only a mirage. The goals
that we are really seeking come
from the God who created us
and loves us more than we can ever
imagine. He opens his arms and
calls ns from the shopping mall of
our world to the joy and peace of his

kingdom. The only catch is this:we
must love him firstand best Money
must move from our first place priority and Goo must move in.
So think about our call to come
out and be separate the next Erne
you are tempted to dream about
how happy you would be with one

million dollars. Remember God's
own warning that real contentment doesn't come from the
attainment of money but from
being satisfied with what we
have. And watch the nation's
most popular shows, "Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire" and
"Greed," with a little more perceptiveness.
Because
I
checked, and greed is still one
of the seven deadly sins.

..

Dordt offers
cross-cu Itu raI
programs

Taking on the nation's capital
by Tricia Van Ee
Features Page Editor
The American Studies Program
in Washington, D.C. was the first
off-campus study program available to Dordt students: The focus of
the program is primarily on pu~lic
policy, but is open to a wide range
of majors.
Students participating in ASP
take policy classes focusing on specific domestic and international
topics and attend seminars led by
Washington professionals. The program also arranges individual
internships to accommodate students' interests.
Senior Julie Kielstra, a business
administration and political science
major, interned at the Peace Corp
while in Washington last semester.
She said that the program exposed
her to new ideas, and "it was very
challenging for my faith . . .
wrestling with faith issues as they
relate to our responsibilities in government and as citizens and as we

start getting into the work process."
She said that her experience was a
challenge, but it reaffirmed her
beliefs. "It made me appreciate my
family and Dordt College-the
reformational worldview that they
teach."
Junior Trixanna Nikkel, a prelaw/political science major, was the
only other Dordt student on the program last semester. She interned for
Ruth Harthoorn, a Dordt alumnus
and juvenile public defender for the
Superior court system. Nikkel took
part in everything involved with the
justice system, from serving subpoenas to visiting clients in jail to
meeting with the judge in chambers. "My eyes were opened to the
possibilities out there. . there is so
much need," she said. Nikkel said
she realized that Christians have a
responsibility to get involved in
government, and there is no excuse
not to make a difference.
Juniors Karen Hamilton, a political science major, and Adam
Zylstra, a history major, are
presently in Washington on the
American Studies Program.

by Tricia Van Ee
Features Page Editor

photo submitted

Julie Kielstra and Trixanna Nikkel participated in the
American Studies program in Washington, D.C. last fall

"There's a whole lot out there
beyond the corn fields," said
Trixanna Nikkel, a junior prelaw/political science major who
recently returned from a semester
in Washington, D.C. She is one of
scores of Dordt students who have
taken advantage of one of the several off-campus programs the college offers in order to provide students a challenging learning experience utilizing both classroom and
internship opportunities throughout the world.
Many of these programsareoffered
through the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities, of which
Dordt has been a member for 18years.
They are the American Studies
Program, the Latin American Studies
Program, Program, the Middle East
Studies Program, the Russian Studies
Program

and

the 0xJm1 (England)

FIDgramrre, the ill Angcles RIm Stillies

'5 ICE shows stuaents a alfferent culture
by Bethany Ehlers
Staff Writer
This semester 38 Dordt students and 8 students from other colleges will be studying
abroad in Amsterdam on the Netherlandic Spice
program. The director, Dr. Case Boot, and his
wife will precede the students and welcome
them to the Netherlands. Seven students will
stay for the full 15 weeks, 20 more will study
for 12 weeks, and this summer 19 will stay for
3 weeks.
For the first month, Dutch families in or near
Amsterdam will host the students in order for

them to get a feel for Dutch customs and lifestyles. On March 11, most students will move
into an apartment building within walking distance of the Free University (VU), where classes are held. N'Spice has its own teaching staff,
and offers courses ranging from Dutch, Art,
History, and Philosophy to Communication.
Sara de Boom, who went on N'Spice last
spring, said "it was challenging in many ways.
...You learn so much that you can take with you
for the rest of your life. It was one of my best
experiences at Dordt." Though the classes are
not mainstreamed with regular Dutch students,
young people on N'Spice must learn how to
handle culture differences. If you're Dutch, you

just might broaden your understand of your own
heritage. "It showed me why some Dutch people in this area do things the way they do - like
stores being open on Thursday nights, and eating ham buns - it's the way things are done in
the Netherlands," commented Bridget De
Yager.
Next year, N'Spice may be in Zwolle due
to rising expenses in Amsterdam. Dr. John Kok
believes it will be an improvement for the program. The home-stay would be for the entire
program, not just a month, allowing for greater
assimilation of the culture, and more advanced
Dutch courses could be offered.

Chicago Metro students experience real world

offered through Dordt's sister school,
Calvin College. The Chicago Met.
Program and Germany (Goethe
Institute)Program are also availableto
Dordt students. The Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities is
also introducing a new program in
China this year.
Students receive credit hours
through the off-campus programs,
and each program is sponsored by
a faculty member. An averageof 40
to 50 Dordt students participate in
off-campus study programs each
semester.

Students challenged in Cairo
by Allison De long
Staff Writer

by Rose Ann Vander Wal
Staff Writer
This semester ten Dordt students are living, attending
classes, and working in Chicago as part of the Chicago
Metro program.
The program has two parts: classes an internship.
There are internships available in virtually every area of
study. Students usually work four days a week and attend
classes on Friday.
The students on the program get to experience big city
life first hand. They live and work down town and take
part in the many cultural activities offered there.
Senior Liam Starkenburg, who was on the program
last semester, said that the best part was getting exposure
to a big city. He said that it gave the students an opportunity to see another side of life than Sioux Center.
Starkenburg also strongly recommended that all Dordt
students get off campus for a semester. He remarked that
while at Dordt students have. a tendency to get caught up
in school work and college life and they forget about the
real world .

Cam; lD:I the reI<ly atJed Cl1im Stillies
~
CCCU also offers the Oxford
summer programme and the Summer
Institute of Journalism (Washington,
DC) SeJreslfr ptgrars in NJgeI1a, Spain,
Britain,Nevv Mexico and China are

photo submitted

Lisa Cannegieter, Jackie Eekhoff, and
Val Kallemeyn studied in Chicago.

One of Dordt's finest off-campus study programs is the Middle
East Studies Program, which takes
place in the Egyptian capital,
Cairo. Students take one course,
Arabic Language and Literature,
and three seminars: Peoples &
Cultures of ..the Middle East,
Conflict & Change in the Middle
East, and Islam in the Modern
World:
•
While the program is based in
Cairo, for three weeks the students
get to travel through Israel, Jordan,
Syria and Turkey as part of the
seminars. They also have the
opportunity to take weekend trips
to the Valley of the Kings, Mt.
Sinai, the Red Sea and other historic sites.
Besides studying and traveling,

students are able to be involved in
service projects in the community.
Every Tuesday of the 13 week
program, students can help out at
orphanages, welfare centers, and
nursing homes. As students interact with Muslims on a daily basis,
they are challenged to think about
their faith in a different way; they
are challenged to consider what
Christianity truly is.
Karen den Boer and Leonard
Gooz are currently in the Middle
East. Jonathan Jongsma
and
Rachel Veenstra went on the program last semester. Last year Lisa
. Oschner, Livija Shannon and
Kevin Tuininga in the spring. For
more information, talk to Dr.
Krygsman or check out the
Coalition for Christian Colleges
and Universities'
website at
www.cccu.org.

The Heart of Russia
by Jill Vossen
Opinion Page Editor
Dordt is a member of the
Coalition for Christian Colleges
and Universities, which
sponsors off-campus programs.
This article focuses on the Russian
Studies Program, in which
I participated in the fall of 1998.
The program is designed to give
students an international
experience while at the same time
giving an in-depth understanding
and knowledge of Russian
people and culture.
The RSP alumni newsletter,
vol. 2, starts with the words "It
seems that Russia
is still capable of capturing souls.
.. We are still coming to explore
her, read her literature where
it was written, slip on her hidden
patches of ice in Gorki Square, and
try with all that is within us

to understand and love her people." A fitting statement and a nice
synopsis of the program.
Russia- has a funny way of getting
under your skin and changing you
forever. My experience
there is indelibly imprinted upon
my memory and I often long to
return to the icy landscape and
the warm culture.
The catalog for the program
tells of the adventure, stating that
"The Russian Studies
Program is designed for Christian
students who wish to integrate
their faith and values with
knowledge and experience. .
.Students who decide to experience Russia through the Russian
Studies Program will: learn about
Russian culture, history, politics,
economics and religion
through the Russian language
study and interdisciplinary seminars; live for six weeks with

Russian

families,
improving
language capability and
learning more about everydaylife
by becoming part of their new
family; serve in a hands-on work
opportunity that provides
another window into Russian life
and allows them to gain exposure
and to serve in areas of
specific interest: travel to historic
sites, beautiful churches, famous
museums, palaces and other
landmarks
in
Moscow,
St.
Petersburg, Nizhni Novgorod, and
the ancient cities of the 'Golden
Ring." The catalog is quite right.
I went and had my world turned
upside down. Another Dordt
student is there this semester,
Donna Van Hofwegen, and I'm
sure she is having a great time
experiencing Russia. Sound interesting? Call me and we'll have
chai (tea) sometime. ['II tell
you all about it.

"Russian

L.A.
Film Stu~ies Students
by Tricia Van Ee
Features Page Editor
The Los Angeles Film Study Center
is unique in that it is focused on one
area, film, unlike the other programs
which have a wide variety of internship
opportunities. The LAFSC is designed
for students who are considering a
career in the film industry with the purpose of studying film from a Christian
perspective.
Students studying at the LAFSC participate in courses and internships in
Hollywood. Courses are focused on the
many different aspects of the film industry, the role of film in American culture,
and what it means to be a Christian in
the film industry. The Center is located
in Los Angeles, in proximity to Warner
Brothers, Universal Studios, NBC and
The Walt Disney Studios.
Senior James Addink, a theatre arts
major, is the only Dordt student participating in the program this semester.

bY-Cheryl Wierda
World Page Editor
On the Trinity Christian
College sponsored semester in
Spain is Kirsten Van Hulzen. The
program takes place in Seville,

photo submitted

Students have many opportunities
Russian culture.

to experience

•

study In Spain

Spain, arid allows stuaents with
various levels of Spanish knowledge to improve their speaking,
comprehension,
and writing
skills through immersion in the
culture. Ranae Meenderinck,
Kerri
Prins,
and
Lillian

Wilgenburg attended the program last spring.
"I didn't know any Spanish
before I went to Spain, and by the
time I left I could speak Spanish
well," said Prins. " I appreciated
the fact that I was able to experi-

ence living ilJ a new culture. It
was a great semester."
The program starts the last
week of January and runs until
the third week of May.

Students taste Latin American culture
by Allison De Jong
Staff Writer
For those interested in the
culture, history, politics, and religion of Latin America, spending
a semester in San Jose, Costa
Rica is a marvelous opportunity.
Students participating in the
Latin American Studies Program
(LASP) -have the opportunity to
live with a Costa Rican family

for a semester, which truly integrates them into the culture.
Students are also able to participate in a service project of
their choice throughout the
semester. Another part of the
program involves traveling to
other Latin American countries-Guatemala,
Honduras,
Nicaragua,
EI
Salvador,
Panama-to
experience
the
uniqueness of each country and

to gain a broader view of Latin
American life,
LASP has four different specialized tracks, which are geared
for business and environmental
science majors as well as those
interested in the Spanish language, The main track is Latin
American Studies, but there is
also Advanced Language &
Literature,
International
Business:
Management
and

Marketing, and Tropical Science
& Global Sustainability. All of

the tracks include six credithours of Spanish, three credithours of Latin American History,
and travel throughout Latin
America.
~
Only. one Dordt student,
Christina Brinks, is in Costa Rica
this semester.

Oxford studies program \
by Cheryl Wierda
World Page Editor

photo submitted

A group of students traveled to the coast of Wales.

Oxford is one of the newest off
campus study opportunity for
Dordt students. The Oxford
Honors Program, which takes
place in England, is offered
through the CCCU in partnership
with the Center for Medieval and
Renaissance studies, affiliated
with the University of Oxford.

J2:iCJ Kragt and Heidi Netz
participated in the program last
semester. Kragt likened the experience to graduate level education in
the U nited States. "We were'
expected to be I form of expert,"
says Kragt. But Netz noted that the
intensity of the work was not the
only challenge of their education.
"It was kind of tricky," said Netz.
"In non-London libraries, one will
be open two hours, the other fi ve
hours a day. You have to figure out

their game. You had to plan well."
The program was not all about
studying. While in England, Kragt
and Netz also had an opportunity
to visit many of the historical sites.
such as the grave of King Arthur,
the
birthplace
of
William
Shakespeare
and Stonehenge.
They also travelled to Wales for a
weekend.
Kim De Groot is on the Oxford
Honors program this semester.

Smith's art speaks for itself
by Ryan Vande Kraats
Staff Writer
It is too late to write an article
telling you to go and enjoy the

exhibit by visiting artist Jerry E.
Smith because both he and his
work have come and gone. and
there are only empty walls remaining. If you didn't take the time to
visit either the Mezzanine gallery
or the art gallery in the Classroom
building, then that is really too bad.

You missed a great show.
So, this really can't be an article
about recommendation,
because
you can't go and see this guy's art
anyhow. So, I guess I will just tell
you about it a bit. and maybe some
things that I noticed about it. I must
apologize right now to Mr. Smith,
and whoever else may be offended,
because I can't remember many of
the names of his pieces, and I didn't have a chance to go and talk to
Mr. Smith last Friday, which would
have been helpful. With that being
said, here are some thoughts.
If you didn't see the show,
allow me to briefly try to relate to
you some of what you would have

seen if you did go. A lot of the
exhibited works were primarily in
ink or graphite, and were basically
a muddle of images layered and

Dordt
students
attend
American
College
Theater
Festival
by David Schaap
A&E Page Editor
A group of over a dozen
students and professors participated
in
the
annual
American
College
Theater
Festival in Sioux Falls from
January 18 through 22. The
festival offers regional competitions in acting, writing,
design and so on, as well as a
wide variety of theater workshops from top notch professionals from around the coun-

try.
This year Dordt College
sent four nominees
for the
Irene Ryan contest, an acting
competition
which pits college and graduate
students

scribbled

across

giant

legal pad-pages and note
book paper, pictures
of
Grover
from
Sesame
Street next to a caricature
of Ronald Reagan, mixed
in with some political
statements about the Gulf
War, rubber stamped pictures
of a train
and
Abraham
Lincoln,
some
other quirky humor, and a

lot of puns.
One piece that sticks
out in my mind was one
that was in the Classroom
building-a giant palm tree
made out of post cards;
another one that I really
like was a portrait of the
artist huddled in a frustrated pose on the ground next
to his easel. However, this
portrait
was drawn
on '- __
:.L.~~"",,"'-'"~_---'='--_-"'---"
John Hansen
roughly fifty or sixty rejection letters pieced together Artist Jerry E. Smith, who works full-time at an auto parts
into a collage of failure. assembly plant and teaches art part-time at a local college, visitThat gives you a basic idea
ed Dordt last week.
of what Mr. Smith's art
Jerry Smith would like those sorts
terms, describing Mr. Smith's work
work is about-nonconventional
of titles applied to his work. His
as perhaps
"Nee-Pop Art" or
subject matter presented in a very
work is filled with a sort of play"Postmodern''
or
things
like
that,
unconventional
manner.
fulness and spontaneity that seems
I suppose I could try to talk but I don't think that would really
to reject any category or classificabe helpful.
Besides, I don't think
about the show in some esoteric

from Iowa, Nebraska,

and

North

South

Dakota,

Minnesota,
Colorado,
Missouri and Kansas against
each other for the right to
advance to a national conference
later
in the year.
Representing
Dordt
were
Anna
Young,
Danielle
Vriend,
and Jason
Vande
Brake, all nominated
from
their performances
in this
fall's production of Crimes of
the Heart. Also participating
this year was Jeff Ploegstra,
nominated
for his performance in last year's Joyful
Noise.
Kim de Groot and
Rochelle Van Ry were also
nominated
from the same
production,
but
did
not
attend.
The competition
took
place on Tuesday night, and

although none of the Dordt
nominees
advanced
beyond
the
preliminaries,
they
enjoyed the remainder of the
week attending a variety of
workshops, as well as six productions
competing
to
advance
to the nationals.
Among
these
plays
were
Anton
Chekov's
classic
Three Sisters, Susan Vogel's

How I Learned to Drive, a
play currently
running
on
Broadway, a student written
play, But Ashes and Dust and
Bereft, a wildly post-modern
exercise
called
The
Geography of Yearning, as
well as the much enjoyed
gothic spook-fest, Wonwn in

Black.

Trumpet soloist
joins NISO on
Saturday
by Andrea Voogt
Staff Writer
The

Northwest

Iowa Symphony

Orchestra will perform
Concert, on Saturday,

7:30

pm,

in

its Winter Pops
February 5, at

the

BJ

Haan

Auditorium,featuring
trumpet
soloist
Rex Richardson, as well as jazz bands
from the Sioux Center area.
Rex Richardson has performed with
numerous
musical groups, including
brass bands, jazz bands, and orchestras.
He has also performed
many solo
recitals at universities, concert hall and
music festivals
across the U.S. and
Canada. In addition to performing, he
has been on the faculty of Columbia
College in Chicago and has worked with
many students through clinics, masterclasses and private lessons. Richardson
is also a member of the group entitled
Rhythm & Brass, which performed at
Dordt two years ago.

and college jazz bands of the area.

"Manteca"
by
and the Sioux Center

perform

"Jump,

Jazz Band will perform
"Nearness
of
You"
by
Carmichael/Comstock
and "In a Mellow

Tone"by
Ellington/Phill
ippe.
. "Skintone,"
by
Hopper, and "A Night
Tunisia,"

by

Gillespie/Nestico, will
be performed by the
Northwestern

will
perform
pieces
including
"Hungarian
March" from 'Damnation
of Faust' by Berlioz, "Concerto
for
Trumpet and Orchestra"
by Hummel,

cert are only $3.00 for

will

Tickets for the constudents.
"Great
music, fantastic guest
artist,
exciting
Jazz
Bands," promises Dr.
Henry Duitman, direc-

tor of NISO.

Hours:
Mon.Thur.9-9
Fri.-S at.: 9-5

722.0008

Locetednea-thenorthwest entraice
ofthe Centre Mall
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MIDDLE EAST
TRAINING SESSION
May 25 to July 6, 2000 .
Academic and practical orientation to
Muslim culture and to service opportunities in
the Muslim World.
Lectures, travel, horne stays combined
with studies in the Bible and Islam (academic
credit available).
For college-age and older adults.
METS 2000 is based in Istanbul, Turkey.

College

Jazz Band.

"Granada" by Lara/Sayre.
The second half of the concert
include performances
by high school

the quote: "Works of art are of an
infinite loneliness and with nothing
so little to be reached as with criticism. Only love can grasp and hold
and be just toward them."
Art
work is ultimately an expression of
feelings and ideas that cannot be
locked into a box of ideas that is
predetermined.
Smith's work is a
great example of art that will never
be understood
with criticism or
genre. It is art that can only speak
for itself, and can OilJ be understood with love.
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Street"by KaperlLopez.
The Dordt College

in

I think it kind of fits in with the

exhibit by Jerry E. Smith. Here is

and "On r
Dolphin

The first half of the concert will feature Rex Richardson and NISO. They

"Mack the Knife" by Weill/Sayre, and

The

Community High School Jazz Band will
Prima/Taylor
Green

Maria Rilke that I really liked, and

-Rence Visscher, Owner/Stylist-Pou!o Oostenink, Stylist-Missy Driesen, Stylist·Alissa Roetman, Stylist. Corm en Mul der, Stylist-Gwen Van Rcekel. Stylist-

MaC-Floyd Valley High School Jazz
Band will perform "Dot Rhythm" by
Beach
and
Gillespie/Tomaro

ticns, and I think that is the point.
Smith's work, I feel, tries to turn a
lot of society's
notions of "art" on
their head. Society seems to form a
series of norms and boundaries into
which "good" art either fits or does
not. Smith appears to reject this
notion. His paintings and drawings
refuse to be confined to any genre
or model and he mixes ideas,
words and images into a wild stirfry that we have to pick through
and decipher. leaving us to what
ever conclusions we can come up
with.
The other day I found a quote in
a book by the German poet Rainer

COSTS: $25 registration fee; $995 program
expense (subsidized); plus travel and supplies
Request METS application

packet from:

I.D.E.A. MINISTRIES
4595 Broadmoor Avenue SE Suite 237
Grand Rapids MI 49512-5365
Telephone 616.698.8393
E-mail ideamin@ideaministries.org

Another exciting
season for the
Dordt Blades
Junior goalie, Franklin
Guillaume, expertly stops the
puck in a game against South
Dakota State University on
Friday night in Luvurne. The
Blades lost a close game with a
score of 8 to 11.
photo submitted

Celebrate Homecoming
achelle Vander Werff
Staff Writer

John Hansen

The Lady Defenders took on SDSU on
Thursday, Jan. 20. Dordt won 77 to 71.

Defender Statistics

Ladies Basketball

Hockey

January
20
vs. Dakota State* 77 . 71
High Scorers:
Serena Van Beek (24)
Carla Geleynse (14)
Allison Miedema (14)
Leading Rebounds:
Carla Geleynse (7)
January
22
vs. Huron 81 . 72
High Scorers:
Serena Van Beek (28)
Carla Geleynse (15)
Heather Broekhuis (14)
Leading Rebounds:
Carla Geleynse (14)
Serena Van Beek (10)
January 26
vs. Sioux Falls* 55 . 76
High Scorers:
Carla Geleynse (15)
Kelli Holwerda (10)
Leading Rebounds:

January
21. 22
Blades vs. Des Moines College
Hockey Club
Luvurne, MN.
January
21
L4·13
Goaltender: Guillaume
January
22
L4·5
Goaltender: Hoogland
January
28, 29
Blades vs. South Dakota State
University
Luvurne, MN.
January
28
L8·11
Goaltender: Hoogland
January
29

U·JO
Goaltender: Hoogland
Season's Record:
5 wins, 19 losses

Student Activities Comittee has
been working
hard at making
homecoming
an enjoyable week,
and it sounds like they have really
outdone themselves.
There are a
lot of events you won't want to
miss, starting on Monday, February
7, and going all the way to
Saturday, February 12.
First of all, be sure you are at
the Commons on Monday at 8 pm
for gutter sundaes.
For fellow
freshman, gutter sundaes are made
from gutters taken from houses and
filled with ice cream setting on the
tables in the Commons.
All you
have to do is grab a spoon and dig
in.
Also on Monday, don't forget to

start looking for the Canon of
Dordt.
(By the way, this isn't
found in the back of your psalter
hymnal.)
It is a miniature cannon
hidden
somewhere
on Dordt's
campus. All you have to do is find
it and you will hecome $50 to $100
richer. The best part is you don't
even have to find it on your own.
There are clues in the Today, so
keep your eyes open!
Then try your hand - or body at Twister on Thursday at 11pm in
the SUB, and you just might get
lucky and win the tournament.
After your challenging
game of
Twister,
relax
at the Talent
Extravaganza on Friday. This is a
show you won't want to miss.
Tickets go on sale on Monday,
February 7. Buy your tickets early

Carla Geleynse (10)
January
27
vs. Briar Cliff* 77 . 74
High Scorers:
Kelli Holwerda (25)
Serena Van Beek (15)
Heather Broekhuis (15)
Leading Rebounds:
Kelli Holwerda (13)

Leading Rebounds:
Neal Brenneman (13)
January 26
vs. Sioux Falls* 91 ·83
High Scorers:
Randy Oostra (23)
Eric Maas (22)
Leading Rebounds:
Randy Oostra (10)

Men's Basketball

Indoor Track

January
20
vs. Dakota State" 91 . 65
High Scorers:
Randy Oostra (15)
Neal Brenneman (14)
Dylan Haak (13)
Leading Rebounds:
Randy Oostra (7)
January
22
vs. Huron 94· 104
High Scorers:
Neal Brenneman (25)
Randy Oostra (24)
Adam Van Meeteren (22)

Dordt Invite· Jan. 22
Men's Results
800' M . National Qualifier
Ron Kingma- 1:54.13
1500 M . Meet Record
Jeff Summerhays . 4:05.17
Women's Results
High Jump . National Qualifier
Susan Schaap· 5'7"
4x200 M Relay· Meet Record
1:52.08
USD Invita- Jan. 29

Men's Results
800M

for a good seat.
After all that homecoming fun,
you better not miss the basketball
games.
Ladies play at 1 pm and
men at 3 pm.
These should be
exciting games as Dordt faces Mt.
Marty. If you are a basketball fan
then you would that we played Mt.
Marty on their home court on
January IS and were defeated. We
cannot
let this happen
again.
Cheer on your fellow students!
For additional
homecoming
events keep your eyes on the
Today, and don't forget to get a
steamer
on Wednesday
and on
Friday from Common
Grounds.
You won't want to miss them or
any of the other homecoming
events. Have a great homecoming!

Marcus Scholten- 2:01.28
Provisional Qualifiers
400M
Troy Ten Napel ·50.37
3000 M
Jeff Summerhays . 8:53.62
4x400 M Relay- 3:25.43
Women's Results
55 M
Meghan Graham· 7.69
.03 off school record!
High Jump
Susan Schaap· SO 4" PR
Pole Vault
Jill Starkenburg . 9'9'·
Shot Put
Maria Davelaar - 37' 5"
Dordt's indoor track team is
having a strong season. The men
are having a great year in all their
events, and the women are going
strong, excelling
particularly
in
the field events. Both men and
women have had a few team members qualify for nationals.

News Briefs
by Jessica (levering
Staff Reporter
Coast Guard calls off search
The U.S. Coast Guard ceased its search for survivors of the Alaska Airlines flight 261 crash
Wednesday. The plane, carrying 88 people from
Puerto Vallarta. Mexico, to San Francisco, California
crashed off the coast of southern California after 4
p.m. Monday, The plane was preparing to make an
emergency landing at Los Angeles International
Airport for mechanical problems when it rapidly
descended from a height of 17,000 feet into the
ocean. No survivors have been found.
Senate approves proposal against
anti-abortionists
The Senate voted on a proposal to prevent antiabortionists with a court-ordered fine from declaring
bankruptcy to evade payment. The vote was 80-17 in
favor. A surprising number of pro-life Republicans
voted for this measure and it is suggested that they
did so to avoid giving publicity and attention to presidential candidate Al Gore which would come if he
had to make the decisive vote in the occurrence of a
tie. Many Republicans expressed their wish to modify the final version when it comes into debate in the
House.
Oklahoma bombing conspirator

photo by Michel duCille, Washington Post

Adamsay Kamera, 15, uses her limbs to manipulate a cup. Like many civilians who have lost limbs
in the war, she calls the amputee camp home.

Sierra Leone war ravages
hearts .and countryside

arraigned

Terry Nichols, a conspirator in the Oklahoma
bombing of 1995 was arraigned Wednesday on state
murder charges. He is already serving a life sentence
for the federal crime of killing a federal agent. The
state's charges include 160 counts of first degree
murder for the deaths of the civilian victims. There is
no date set for the hearing that could potentially end
in a death sentence for Nichols. The bomber,
Timothy McVeigh, has already been sentenced to
death.
Six more weeks of winter
On February 2, Groundhog Day, Punxsutawney
Phil saw his shadow, predicting six more weeks of
winter weather according to ancient superstition. The
legend stems from an old European belief that on this
particular day if the sun was shining it would signify
a long winter. The Germans added to the legend that
if the hedgehog saw its shadow it would be a long
winter and the immigrants adapted the hedgehog to a
groundhog, also known as a woodchuck. In the late
1800's Punxsutawney Phil came to be known as the
pivotal predicting groundhog in America.

by Mitch Beaumont
Assistant. Editor

almost any length to get at the diamonds."
There are other causes of this war;
It may seem redundant to write about one of which is that the rebel ideologies
a war in Africa when there are a lot more of the Liberian civil war in 1987 rubbed
global issues to worry about. 't.o some, off on Sierra Leoneans. "Many Liberian
the civil war in Sierra Leone, West refugees were in Freetown and I can
Africa, isn't much different from the remember feeling sorry for them," says
NATO battle in Kosovo. This war has Daniel Sesay, a native of Sierra Leone
created much turmoil among Sierra now living in Thornton, Colorado.
Leone natives across the country and "Some of the 'rebel ideologies' were
around the world. It is our duty to be probably passed on to Sierra Leoneans
aware of the situation.
through our contact with Liberia."
The civil war started in 1991, when
The influence of those who are after
rebels began to loot and threaten the the diamonds cannot be ignored,
lives of the civilians of this small coun- though. "Prior to [the war}, Sierra
. tryon the west coast of Africa. It is hard Leoneans were always known to be
to pinpoint the reason this war started in very docile and lovable people," says
the first place, but one of the large areas Sesay, who was living in Sierra Leone
of focus is the diamond mines in Sierra at the time. "We could not be bothered
Leone. According to a January 12 U.S.
by the greed for power. So when the
Newswire report, "The largest motivatwar started in 1991, it was like the
ing factor in the war has been the quest sound of distant rain (one never imagfor diamonds by warlords and gangsters,
ines that it would get to one's
neighboring states and a wide variety of doorstep)."
international companies willing to go to
According
to a January
9
Washington Post article, photo by Michel duCille, Washington Post
more than 10,000 civil- While thousands of Sierra Leoneans have
ians have been "mur- lost appendages during the years of civil
dered, raped, maimed, or war, young rebel soldiers such as Mohamed
abducted by the rebels in Kamara, have gained weapons.
a campaign of calculated
teacher lost both arms. After his arms
terror." The most disgusting of all atrocities, how- were cut off, he begged for the rebels to
kill him because he was of no use in the
ever has been the number
world anymore. The rebels decided that
of
innocent
Sierra
Leoneans who have had at he was making too much noise, and they
cut off his lips as welL He said, "When I
least one limb amputated
Downtown Centre Mall
woke
up, I could feel my lips hanging
by the rebels. More than
Sioux Center
30,000 civilians have lost down." A moving picture was run w,ith,
one limb or more, says the story, showing the man holding his
amputated arms. His reattached lips were
Sesay.
The September
12 also evident.
Stories like this one are too numerous
issue of Time magazine
told the story of a teacher, count. This war has maimed up to 40,000
Abdul Sankoh, who was innocent civilians. They have lost their
hiding down in the bush homes, families and livelihood merely by
for three days without
living in Sierra Leone. There are many
food. He and another man
*Not good with any other offer or
refugees scattered over the globe, much
went to collect some manlike Sesay, but there are others who have
gos for their group, but on
*Good through
o~ the
the way back, they""were nowhere else to go, and are forced to stay.
captured by a group of There are ways to do your part as a
~*
Christian: prayfor these people.
rebels. This unemployed
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